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LECTURE 2
Overdiagnosis. Could endodontics  
be harming the healthy? 
In the past few years, the medical literature  
has seen an increased focus on the concepts  
of overdiagnosis and overtreatment. This  
lecture will describe these concepts and  
how they could possibly apply to endodontics.  
Using examples in medicine, areas in  
endodontics that could be investigated will be 
discussed. Currently available endodontic  
outcome literature will be evaluated within the  
overdiagnosis framework.

Patrick Caldwell is a registered specialist in 
Endodontics. He graduated in Dentistry with 
Honours from the University of Queensland in 
1998 and then went on to work for the Royal 
Australian Navy, both ashore and at sea.  
During this time he undertook advanced  
training in restorative dentistry and in 2002 sat 
examinations and was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Australasian College of Dental Surgeons.

In 2005 Patrick graduated with a Masters of 
Dental Science in Endodontics. He has since 
gone on to complete additional advanced 
training, graduating with a Masters of Clinical 
Dentistry in Implant Dentistry.

Pat Caldwell

PROGRAM

8:00 - 8:30 Registration

8:30 - 8:45 Introduction

8:45 - 10:30 Lecture 1 – Minimally invasive  
endodontics/Sigurdsson

10:30 - 11:00 Morning tea

11:00 - 12:30 Lecture 2 – Overdiagnosis/Caldwell

12:30 - 1:30 Lunch

1:30 - 2:30 Lecture 3 – Problem solving  
endodontics/Sigurdsson 

2:30 - 3:00 Afternoon tea

3:00 - 4:00 Lecture 3 – Problem solving  
endodontics continued/Sigurdsson 

4:00 - 4:30 AGM

REGISTRATION
Register online at www.ase.org.au

Description Early bird

ASE member $350.00 $300.00

Non-member $445.00 $395.00

Post-graduate student $175.00 

Honorary Life member FREE

All fees are quoted in Australian Dollars (AUD) inclusive of GST.

Early bird registrations received and paid in full on or before  
Friday 22 February 2019.

Regular registrations received from Saturday 23 February 2019.

www.ase.org.au

BDSc(Hons), FRACDS, MClinDent  
(Implant Dent), MDSc(Endo), 
MRACDS(Endo)



 

Born and raised in Reykjavik, Iceland. Received 
his DDS from University of Iceland in 1988. 
Graduated from University of North Carolina 
(UNC) in 1992, with certificate in endodontics 
and Master of Science with emphasis on  
neurobiology and pain.

Full time faculty at UNC from 1992 until 2004 
and served as the Graduate Program Director 
of Endodontics 1997 to 2004. From 2004 to 
2012 he was in a private endodontic practice  
in Reykjavik, Iceland and London, UK.

In 2012 he became the Chairman of the  
Department of Endodontics, NYU College  
of Dentistry. Additionally, he is an adjunct  
Professor at UNC.

Dr. Sigurdsson is a past President of the  
International Association for Dental  
Traumatology and in 2014 he was appointed 
by AAE as a Director of the American Board of 
Endodontics and currently is the vice President 
of the Board. He serves on the editorial boards 
of both International Endodontic Journal and 
Dental Traumatologia.

Dr. Sigurdsson has been invited numerous 
times to lecture in 46 countries all over the 
World, on the topics of pain, endodontics,  
dental trauma and/or forensic sciences.  
He has written or co-written over 70 peer- 
reviewed articles and 19 textbook chapters  
on the same topics.

LECTURE 1 

Minimally invasive endodontics

This lecture will review the latest trend in  
endodontics, where it is advocated to do  
minimal access cavities and leave as much 
tooth structure untouched. Pros and cons 
of this approach will be discussed in detail. 
Additionally, the ultimate minimal endodontic 
procedure, vital pulp capping, will be  
presented and the literature reviewed.  
Indications and contra-indications, the most 
common techniques and materials for both 
direct and indirect pulp capping will be  
presented. 

Objectives

At conclusion, the participants will know:

• when it is possible or advisable to do a  
minimally invasive access preparation

• indications and contraindications of direct 
and indirect vital pulp capping 

• how to perform pulp capping procedures

LECTURE 3 

Problem solving endodontics

This lecture will discuss, the most common  
reasons for failure of endodontic therapy.  
Emphasis will be placed on what the  
dentist could or should do to prevent  
failures of this nature by reviewing issues  
regarding diagnosis, access, root anatomy,  
instrumentation (including the proper  
selection and use of NiTi rotary/reciprocating 
instruments) and obturation techniques.  
Multiple cases will be discussed in detail and 
solutions found with the help of audience.

Objectives

At conclusion, the participants will know: 

• the most common reasons for endodontic 
failure

• steps to reduce the risk of endodontic  
failures 

• treatment options for a failing endodontic 
therapy.
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